
	GENERAL RISK ASSESSMENT No.  G - 


Note:  Consider all people at risk e.g. employees, pupils, contractors, public, etc.  Consider in particular vulnerable people e.g. young people, disabled people   
	[image: ]

	Description of Job/Task being assessed:
	

	Directorate
	Children Services and Learning
	Division
	Schools
	School
	St Mark’s C of E School

	Risk Assessor(s)
	Laura Barker
	Ref no
	
	Location/Site
	Stafford Rd, Shirley

	In consultation with
	Steph Bryant
	Date
	January 2026
	
	



	What are the hazards?
	Who might be harmed and how?
	What are you already doing?
	What further action is necessary?
	Action by who?
	Action by when?
	Done

	Dog getting over excited when interacting with children
	Child/staff knocked to ground

 Child/staff scratched by dog 

Child/staff bitten by dog

	
	The dog will always be in the care of a responsible adult and will never be allowed to freely roam the school premises unsupervised. 

Children are not left with the dog unsupervised. During the school day the dog will always be on a lead when she is out of the SENCO office.

The dog will be trained not to jump up or bite the children. Pupils will be taught how to read dog behaviour and the impact of their actions. Education of this nature will continually be given to children during their initial meeting session with the dog and throughout their support sessions. 

Pupils will be taught what to do to prevent the dog from chasing them. (i.e. stand still with arms crossed over their bodies –‘standing tall like a tree’). 

The dog will attend the groomers regularly to make sure his claws are kept short and is also walked on concrete/tarmac to keep them trimmed.  

All staff will have been introduced to the dog and the expectations.

	L Barker
	









Ongoing
	

	Keeping safe whilst dog walking
	Child/staff knocked to ground

 Child/staff scratched by dog 

Child/staff bitten by dog

	
	 A member of staff will always have the school dog on the lead and have responsibility to ensure that they have control of him. 

Children, in small groups, may walk the school dog with a member of staff. The member of staff will always hold the lead. 

Children in the secondary phase may hold the dog lead, with a member of staff within close proximity, within an enclosed area.

The member of staff will pick up any dog excrement and will remind children of the importance of washing hands. Children will be given the choice if they would like to stroke the school dog and or feed the dog a treat and are shown how to do this safely with a flat hand. They will be reminded to wash their hands. All members of the school community to be vigilant to look where they are walking to avoid tripping over the dog. The dog to be on a short lead when walking around school with a member of staff. 

	L. Barker
	











Ongoing
	

	Dog faeces, wee, vomit 
	Children - Children
may play in that area. Children may contaminate their hands and then put them in their mouth.
	When on walks member of staff to have poo bags and pick up faeces and pop it in the bin.

Dog will be taken to designated areas in the day. Designated area for faeces and wee’s where children are not allowed to play.

Front tree by reception, small area in the carpark by the main gate.

Accidents such as vomit, diarrhoea -  site team to be alerted to clear up.

If the dog is unwell she stays at home.

Dog to be kept away from Yr R and 1 playground while he is being trained to prevent urine and faeces residue being on the playground
	
	Dog handler
	






Ongoing
	

	Toys and treats
	Children - dog getting over excited with treats. Children putting toys in their mouth.
	

	Toys and treats to be kept on a high shelf in SENCO office.

Treats are only given to dog by an adult/ secondary phase pupil following training.

Children are not left unattended without a member of staff.
	Dog handler
	Ongoing
	

	The dog being a tripping hazard.
	Child/staff/ Parent/visitor
	
	Dog to be tethered to desk in SENCO office when door is open. 
When office door is closed, dog can be left for short periods unattended without the lead, with a sign on the door. 

Stair gate?
	
	
	

	The dog gets loose from office area, his crate or from his lead.
	Child/staff scratched by dog 

Child/staff bitten by dog

	If the dog does get loose from the SENCO office, the teacher on duty will call for a designated staff member who will come and put the dog back.
 There are six members of staff who will be called upon in the event of the dog getting loose or if he needs attention at any other time, they are: 
1. Laura Barker (Owner)
2. Alex O’Brien
3. Jilly Razzell
4. Amir Fakhoury
5. Lydia Veals
6. Vicky Leigh	
	Members of staff to be briefed on recall and build a bond with dog. 

Stair gate?

Dog to be left with harness on at all times, even if off the lead in the office space. 
	L. Barker/ handler
	Ongoing
	

	SENCO office is unavailable
	Dog
	
	Other suitable offices - Attendance Office/ Secondary Head of SEND office
	Handler
	Ongoing
	

	Dog hair causing allergies
	Children/staff having an allergic reaction
	
	The school dog is a Cockerpoo which is a low molting breed to reduce the chance of an allergic reaction. Parents have been asked to inform the school of any known allergies prior to introduction of the dog to school. A list of any children who should not interact with the dog will be kept by office staff, Mrs Bryant, SENCO office staff. Staff members will also be asked to inform the Executive Head of any allergies. Fully supervised, children will have the opportunity to interact with the dog as they wish and those with allergies will be able to opt out of interaction. Children will be taught to wash their hands after active participation with the dog. Wounds on exposed skin will be covered. Flea treatment will be carried out at monthly intervals. Worming treatment is carried out in line with European Vet guidelines, at 3 monthly intervals. If the dog is sick she will not come into school until she is better. The dog will never go into a food preparation area and/ or the kitchen.
	Handler/ SENCO Office Staff/ 
	Ongoing
	

	Children catching disease from the dog
	Children/staff contract diseases that can be carried by dogs.
	
	Should the dog defecate on the school site a member of staff will clear this up immediately and dispose of it in a can be carried by dogs Leader in a  safe manner. Poo bags will be carried by the staff member walking the dog. All immunisations will be kept up-to-date in accordance with European Pet Passport scheme and a register of this is kept by Laura Barker.
	L. Barker/ Handler
	Ongoing
	

	Financial cost of the dog’s upkeep
	School unable to afford ongoing cost of the dog’s day-to-day upkeep or medical bills
	
	The dog is the financial responsibility of Laura Barker. She is financially responsible for all his care and day-to-day costs. The dog is the responsibility of Laura Barker outside of school hours
	L. Barker
	Ongoing
	

	Claim is made against school re: behaviour of the dog
	School not adequately covered financially
	
	Laura Barker will insure the dog’s medical needs. Liability insurance will be held and will be renewed annually. The certificates are kept in the school office.
	L. Barker
	Ongoing
	

	Fire alarm
	Who has responsibility to remove dog from the building
	
	Dog signed in as a member of staff so fire marshalls know when he is onsite. 

Dog will go with the Adult who he is with at that time

	L. Barker/ Handler
	Ongoing
	

	Noise / Barking
	Pupils who will be distracted by the noise
	
	Cockerpoos are bred to be sociable dogs and are often used as therapy dogs as they are known to be good with children. The dog has been introduced to the children from birth so he is used to a noisy environment, therefore reducing the chance of him barking.
	L. Barker
	Ongoing
	

	Dog Phobia
	Distress caused by close proximity to the dog
Staff, students  and visitors 
	Parents have been asked to inform the school if their child is scared to be in close contact with the dog.

Parents will be offered a programme of support for child to help overcome aversion. 

Parents also offered the option of their child having no close contact. 

A list of any children who should not interact with the dog will be kept by the office staff. 

Staff that may have dog phobias are aware of where the dog will be and at what times

Staff offered support programme to overcome phobia should they wish to. 

Visitors will be advised that a dog on site, Visitors can avoid the area where the dog will be. Notice in school entrance and noted on school website.
	Parents to let the school know – Date TBC.
New staff to let Laura Barker know about any dog phobias during induction to make reasonable adjustments to RA and timetable for Blue. This will then be available for all staff to view. 
	Staff 


Parents 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Headteacher (print/sign):
	
	Date
	10.01.2026
	Next Review Date
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